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Parvatibai Chowgule College of Arts and Science  

Autonomous  

 

 

7.1.7 The Institution has disabled-friendly, barrier free environment 
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A. Data of persons with disabilities on campus (2016 - 2021) 

 

Year No of disabled 

students 

Name Type of 

disability 

Facility provided by 

the college 

2018-2019 1 Ankur K, M.Sc. IT-II Blind Writer, reader, extra 

time for examination 

2017-2018 2 Ankur K, M.Sc. IT-I 

 

Blind  Writer, readers, extra 

time for examination 

Shamin, TYBA Partial 

blindness 

Bigger font size write-

ups/display, extra time 

for examination 

2016-2017 3 Ankur K, TYBSc Blind Writer, readers, extra 

time for examination 

Shamin, FYBA Partial 

blindness 

Bigger font size write-

ups/display, extra time 

for examination 

Lyndon, TYBSc Handicap Writer, extra time for 

examination 
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B.  Success story of Divyangan on campus 

1) Mr. Ankur Kankonkar 

Defying various odds and setbacks, 

Ankur Kankonkar, who suffers from 

total blindness, passed his BSc in 

Computer Science with 94.5 per cent 

in 2017. He pursued Masters in 

Information Technology, presently 

the Founder and CEO at Kapslock.in which provides personalised software’s, 

web applications, mobile applications, branding, logos, posters- pamphlets and 

many other such web related tasks. 

 

Article about our startup - Kapslock.in on newspaper The Goan Everyday - Biz Plus 

 

For further information: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1UKgaYJzW5s 

https://www.thegoan.net//this-blind-youth-has-an-%E2%80%98eye%E2%80%99-to-excel/33291.html 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ankurkankonkar/?originalSubdomain=in 

https://www.heraldgoa.in/Goa/Where-there%E2%80%99s-a-will-there%E2%80%99s-a-way-Ankur-

scores-945-in-BSc/115683 

https://www.facebook.com/kapslock.in/ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1UKgaYJzW5s
https://www.heraldgoa.in/Goa/Where-there%E2%80%99s-a-will-there%E2%80%99s-a-way-Ankur-scores-945-in-BSc/115683
https://www.heraldgoa.in/Goa/Where-there%E2%80%99s-a-will-there%E2%80%99s-a-way-Ankur-scores-945-in-BSc/115683
https://www.facebook.com/kapslock.in/
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2) Ms. Charmaine Pereira  

Charmaine Pereira, B.A. English major student having visual 

disability called ‘Stargardt disease’, an inherited disorder of the 

retina that causes vision loss during adolescence and has no 

cure. Yet her disability has only challenged her to push her 

limits and achieve more. 

She had the opportunity to study at Kansai University in  

Osaka, Japan for two semesters in 2018-19 on an academic 

exchange programme. She studied Post war Japanese Literature, Japanese Arts, Japanese pop 

culture, Global sociology and Comparative Asian Cultures. 

 

Certificate of Disability from Directorate of Health Services, Goa 
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C. Activities organized 

 

• National level Webinar on Demystifying Dyslexia ‘Assisting Children with SLD (Specific 

Learning Disability) 

Career and Personal Counselling Centre in collaboration with Goa Dyslexia Association and 

Unique Ability Consulting organised a National level Webinar on Demystifying Dyslexia 

‘Assisting Children with SLD (Specific Learning Disability)’ on 10th October, 2020 from 

10:00 a.m to 1:30 p.m. The speakers were Mrs. Diya Basu, Ms. Giselle Lobo, Dr. Avinash De 

Sousa and Mr. Kabir Bhogilal. The webinar was attended by a total of 126 participants. 

Photographs: National level Webinar on Demystifying Dyslexia‘Assisting Children with SLD 

(Specific Learning Disability)’ 

 
 

• Workshop on ‘Fun with Chemistry’ (2017 - 18) 

The Department of Chemistry conducted a workshop entitled ‘Fun with Chemistry’ for the 

especially abled students of Chetana Educational trust’s School cum rehabilitation center, 

Curchorem Goa on 10th August 2018. The objective of the activity was to give such students 

an exposure to the fascinating world of chemistry to build a scientific temperament amongst 

them, to interact with them and make them feel that they are also normal human beings. 
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• Summer Camp for Children with Autism (2017 - 18) 

Mrs. Neeta Dhopeshwarker, Assistant Professor, Department of Computer Science organized a 

second summer camp for children with Autism from 2nd April 2018 to 30th April 2018 under the 

auspices of Shree Sharada Granthaprasarak Madal, Ponda, Goa.  During the camp, she has guided 

the parents of children with disabilities and   shared her experiences with them. She had helped in 

planning the schedule for camp and acted as a coordinator for a month-long camp schedule. 

 

A student from Chetana Educational trust’s School cum rehabilitation centre, Curchorem Goa 

performing experiment at the workshop on ‘Fun with Chemistry’  
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• Community outreach programme 

      Title of Event:  Visit to Jyoti school  

      Purpose:  To improve the cognitive skills and needs of the special children. 

      Beneficiaries / target group:  Children with autism 

 

 

 

•  Community outreach programme 

       Title of Event:  Keshav Seva Sadhana School for special children. 

       Purpose: 

✓ To demonstrate the software tools designed for Children with special needs to the teaching staff 

Students from Chetana Educational trust’s School cum rehabilitation centre, Curchorem Goa 

displaying at the workshop on ‘Fun with Chemistry’  

Students from Chetana Educational trust’s School cum rehabilitation center with the models at workshop  
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✓ To give copy of software to the school (free of cost)  

✓ To know more teaching software requirements of the schools  

✓ To make students aware about special schools and special children. 

      Beneficiaries:  Special children 

 

 

• CAI Tools for Children with Autism and/or mental Retardation  

      Mrs. Neeta Dhopeshwarker, Assistant Professor, Department of Computer Science, is working  

      in the area of education for Children with Autism and/or mental retardation. She is developing 

      Educational Software which will help to develop cognitive skills in Autistic children with the 

      moderate IQ level. She has considered the culture, linguistic and other factors suitable for the  

      state of Goa.  Her work will be very useful in educating autistic children in Goa. She has visited  

     ‘Jyoti School for Autism, Margao, Goa to know about the requirements of children/ special  

     educators that will help them in designing the software work. 

   

     Neeta Dhopeshwarkar, faculty from the Department of Computer Science, was invited to give  

     a demo on ‘CAI-Software tools’ designed for children with Autism and/or mental retardation at 
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     Keshav Seva Sadhana School for Special children, Bicholimon 1st November, 2018.  She had  

     an interactive session with school teaching staff and handed over a copy of the application  

     software. She was accompanied by Mr. Sourav Kolambkar, Mr. Shubham Odarkar and Mr. 

     Rohan Arondekar, who are students of second year Bachelor in Computer Science. 

 

• Development of an android app for children with Autism and/ Or Mental Retardation 

      This is the first well designed app especially for Indian toilets. App screens are validated by  

      subject experts. This app is useful for teaching ‘toilet training’ to the children with autism  

      and/or Mental Retardation. Toilet training in special children is very difficult and too lengthy  

      process. It takes some months or even years. So, parents and therapists struggle to teach it to  

      children. Therapist and Special educators find it inconvenient and awkward to teach the process  

      practically and parents are not trained sufficiently to teach the same. As a result, entire job  

      becomes cumbersome. This app has well defined sequence of steps for toilet training task. Thus,  

      definitely it will assist the mentors in teaching process. Major users are special educators, 

      Speech therapists, occupational therapists and parents of children with disability. The app was  

      inaugurated on 2nd April 2018, a World Autism Day The app is made available on Google  

      Playstore free of cost. 

     

                                            Android App Inauguration 

 

• Summer Camp for Children with Autism (2016 - 17) 

      Mrs. Neeta Dhopeshwarker, Assistant Professor, Department of Computer Science has  
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      organized a Summer Camp for the children with autism from 17th to 27th April 2017 under the  

      auspices of Shree Sharada Granthaprasarak Madal, Ponda, Goa. 

      

 

• NVDA (Non-Visual Desktop Access) Software for students with disability 

      NVDA (Non-Visual Desktop Access) Assistive Technology type: Screen Reader Licence 

     Type: Free Open-Source Software; Platform: Windows 

      Description: NVDA is a free, open source, portable screen reader for Microsoft Windows. It is  

      developed by NV Access. Besides general Windows functionality, NVDA works with software  

      such as Microsoft office applications, WordPad, Notepad, Internet Explorer, google chrome,  

      etc. It supports the basic functions of Outlook Express, Microsoft Word, Microsoft PowerPoint  

      and Microsoft Excel. The free office suites LibreOffice and OpenOffice.org are supported by  

      way of the Java Access Bridge package. NVDA also supports Mozilla Firefox.  

     Uses: It helps the blind and visually impaired people to use computers by converting the text  

     on the screen into speech which is then read aloud using synthesized voice. The information  

     can be presented to the user in speech, braille and via on-screen window. 

     Benefits: The software helps me in the following ways: 

✓ Programming to access IDE's (Integrated Development Environment) – Eclipse/ Visual/ 

Studio 

✓ Browse the internet 

✓ Read PDF and other such text documents 

✓ Create text documents, presentations etc. 

✓ Navigate the Windows OS features 

✓ Use other accessible software’s like audio/video players. 

 

************ 

 








